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!Are you ready for some fun, frolicking, 
 and great tennis? We’re pleased to 
 have you join us for our 28th annual
  tournament. Th is year 

we have the pleasure of welcoming 
more than 250 participants from all 
corners of the globe. Th ank you for 
choosing to spend Th anksgiving week-
end in the desert, and for making this 
tournament one of the biggest and best 
on the GLTA circuit. 

We believe that you’ll thoroughly 
enjoy the competition at our two great 
tennis sites, our Saturday night banquet 
(including raffl  e and entertainment), and the wide 
variety of attractions that make Palm Springs a 
premier destination. With the continuing growth 
of the GLTA tour, we’ve been working hard to 
make our tournament a great experience for all of 
our players.

Palm Springs Open 28 is a charity event. Two 
years ago, PS Open 27 raised more than $10,000 
for AIDS Assistance Program Food Samaritans 
(AAP), which is also this year’s designated charity. 

While we’re enjoying ourselves in the desert, we’ll 
also be making a contribution to our community’s 
eff ort in helping men, women, and children af-

fected by HIV, AIDS, and other serious 
 illnesses. In 2019,  our other two tour-
naments (PS Doubles, and the Grass 
Court Championships) raised $1,000 
for the Palm Springs Animal Shelter. 

In this booklet you’ll fi nd all the 
information you need about the tourna-
ment. We’ve been fortunate to receive 
the assistance of many volunteers who 
devoted countless hours to ensure that 
the tournament runs smoothly and ef-

fi ciently. Th e volunteers deserve a great big “thank 
you,” and if you have a chance, we’re sure they’d 
appreciate any kind words you may have for them. 

We wish you the best of luck, and look forward 
to seeing you on and off  the court. Let the games 
begin! And, win or lose, have a great weekend in 
the desert.

— NABIL NAJJAR
Tournament Director

W elcome to Palm Springs 
Open 28. Twenty-eight is a 
long streak and we want to rec-
ognize our  players. 

Many of you return to the desert every 
Th anksgiving to play in our tournament 
or travel here for our other Desert Ten-
nis events throughout the year, making 
our tournaments some of the most con-
sistently successful on the GLTA circuit. 
Th ank you.

Having spent much of the last thirty 
years of my life on tennis courts and in 
positions of player, event organizer or 
professional line umpire, I developed a genuine 
appreciation for tennis, tennis events, and the im-
portance of the tennis player to an event. Whether 
you are Nadal or Federer, or in the D draw in Palm 
Springs, the event is not successful without you.

Th e Desert Tennis Association (DTA) is a 

fantastic group of very dedicated tennis enthusi-
asts who work hard to present events that are all 
about the players. We are thankful for all of the 

Palm Springs Open volunteers and sa-
lute Nabil  Najjar who works very hard 
all year to keep the group together and 
the events fi rst class stops of the GLTA 
tour. Nabil and I have an association 
that goes back to before I was legal, I 
think.

And my special thanks and ap-
preciation to the players! I am most 
proud of my years of involvement in 
providing meaningful and memorable 

tennis opportunities and experiences to our tennis 
playing community. Please continue to support the 
fi ne events of the DTA. Th ey support you as our 
 players.

— JIM KLOES 
Tournament Director



A Giant Thank You to One of Our Main Sponsors
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Christy Holstege, Mayor 
3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way • Palm Springs, California 92262

Tel: 760.323.8200 • Fax: 760.323.8207 • E-Mail:  Christy.Holstege@palmspringsca.gov

    Post Office Box 2743 • Palm Springs, California 92263-2743

Dear Tennis Players,

On behalf of the City of Palm Springs, we welcome and thank you for participating in this 

year’s 28th annual Palm Springs Open Tennis Tournament, a Gay and Lesbian Tennis 

Alliance Championship, with this year’s net proceeds benefitting AIDS Assistance Program 

Food Samaritans in Palm Springs.

With more than 300 LGBT participants from the Coachella Valley and all over the country, 

we are grateful for your support of this terrific tournament, operated by the Desert Tennis 

Association, (DTA), a non-profit corporation that organizes tennis events for our LGBT 

community across the Coachella Valley. Over the years, (DTA) has raised more than

$180,000 for local charities in need -- and we are incredibly thankful to them for their 

extraordinary generosity and commitment to our community.

Again, thank you for your participation in this year’s tournament – and we hope you enjoy 

your time here in beautiful Palm Springs!

Sincerely, 

Christy Gilbert Holstege, Mayor 
City of Palm Springs
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Thursday. . . November 25

 7 to 9:00 pm  DRAW PART Y
Hunters Bar, Palm Springs, 302 E. Arenas Road

Friday. . . November 26

 8:00 am Play begins at all venues

Saturday. . . November 27

 8:00 am Play continues at all venues

 7 to 9:00 pm  PLAYER PARTY, SILENT AUCTION, 
AND RAFFLE
Hunters Bar, Palm Springs, 302 E. Arenas Road

Sunday. . . November 28

 8:00 am  Play continues at Sunrise Country Club  (All Divisions):
   Singles: semi-fi nals, fi nals, and consolation fi nals
  Doubles: fi nals

All Times Subject to Change
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Where You’re Playing: the 4 Venues
Monterey Country Club
41500 Monterey Avenue, Rancho Mirage, California 92270
760.568.9311

Sunrise Country Club
71601 Country Club Dr, Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 
(760) 328-6549

Mission Hills  Country Club
34600 Mission Hills Drive, Rancho Mirage, California 92270
760.324.9400

Ruth Hardy Park
 700 Tamarisk Road, Palm Springs, CA 92262 



❋
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Whether you’re a GLTA tour veteran, or a virgin 
on the tour, every single player should keep 
these key points in mind to ensure that we all 
have a great experience during the tournament.

Poor Sportsmanship Conduct 
Is Not Tolerated

USTA sportsmanship rules code of conduct 
apply, and will be enforced. 

Dress Code
Proper tennis attire is required at all times 
and at all tennis venues. Only non-marking 
tennis shoes are permitted on the courts. 
No running shoes or cross-training shoes 
allowed. Collared shirts and T-shirts are per-
mitted only with “tennis related” logos.

Please understand we are using private coun-
try clubs, and we must adhere to their rules.

Match Times
You must check in at the tournament desk 
at least 15 minutes prior to your match time. 
Both partners must be present to check in for 
doubles. You must be prepared to play im-
mediately once you have checked in. Defaults 
will be strictly enforced, so please be pre-
pared. USTA rules apply (go to the restroom 
and powder your nose before you check in, 
please!!).

Please allow enough time for travel and 
parking at each venue. Published times are 
approximate.

Warm-up Time and Changeovers
A fi ve-minute warm-up period will be al-
lowed prior to the start of your match. Court 
monitors will be enforcing this rule with a 

paddle. Change overs should last no long 
than 90 seconds; set breaks should last no 
longer than 2 minutes.

Offi  cials and Reporting Scores
Please direct any questions and complaints 
to the  tournament desk at the venue. If you 
need any assistance during a match, please 
go to the tournament desk. Th e winner of 
each match must return the game balls to the 
desk, and report the match scores promptly 
upon completion.

Water
Th ere is water on the courts. In the event of 
a water shortage, all venues have access to 
water either on, or near, the courts or tourna-
ment desk. 

Referee
Jim Kloes: 213.300.4379

Tournament Directors
Nabil Najjar: 310.418.7202
Jim Kloes: 213.300.4379

Site Directors

MISSION HILLS COUNTRY CLUB
Jim Kloes: 213.300.4379
Steve Sax 310.709.5201

MONTEREY COUNTRY CLUB
Larry Horowitz: 505.688.7505
Tom Fey 760.808.0577

SUNRISE COUNTRY CLUB
Nabil Najjar: 310.418.7202
Ralph Fowler 415-902-0165

RUTH HARDY PARK
Billy McGinnis: 760.883.7670
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All matches (except the Finals) will be best 2 of 3 sets, 
with the 3rd set being a 10-point TieBreak (in lieu of a full set).

The Finals will be 3 full sets. 
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In Spanish “Cazuela” means earthen-
ware cooking pot, stewpot or casse-
role. When the Original Las Casuelas 
opened in 1958, their marketing 
company misspelled the name as “Las 
 Casuelas.” Money was tight in those 
early days, so Florencio and Maria Del-
gado adopted this spelling as the name 
of their restaurant. It quickly became 
proprietary and synonymous with 
excellence and tradition.

Th e recipient of numerous awards for 
food, service and architecture, Las 
Casuelas Terraza is a favorite of locals 
who consistently vote it Palm Springs’ 
“Most Popular Restaurant.”  Terraza’s 
two leafy patios, live music, delicious 
food and fresh drinks, make it ideal for 
a romantic date, a festive lunch or fun 
family night out. 

Proud Sponsor of Palm Springs Open 28 

222 South Palm Canyon Drive, Palm Springs, CA 92262 • 760.325.2794

A Giant Thank You to One of Our Main Sponsors
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The AIDS Assistance Program Food Sa-
maritans (AAP) is a non-profi t volun-
teer-driven organization with the goal 
of providing support to low-income 

men, women and children with HIV/AIDS living 
in the Greater Coachella  Valley.

AIDS Assistance Program Food Samaritans is 
beginning its 30th year of service, having distribut-
ed nearly $7,500,000 in direct client services to ap-
proximately 1,500 individuals since their inception 
in 1991. All of our funding comes from a strong 
support base in the local business and residential 
communities of the desert and a strong support 
base in the private foundation sector. AAP receives 
no federal or state funding.

AAP was established to supply paramount nu-
trition support to low-income (less than $17,357 a 
year) men and women living with HIV/AIDS and 
their dependent children under the age of 18, here 
in the Coachella Valley (Riverside County). We 
supply this nutritional support in the form of food 
vouchers ($100 per person a month including de-
pendent children) redeemable at any Stater Broth-
ers grocer throughout the valley.

Currently eight community members and one 
 client serve on our volunteer board of directors, 
and two paid staff  members manage the organi-
zation with a dedicated group of volunteers sup-

porting the program as needs and demands arise 
throughout the year.

As we continue to move into the 21st century 
and HIV/AIDS is being labeled a chronic, yet man-
ageable, life-long condition . . . AIDS is still a deadly 
illness. Th e AIDS Assistance Program is commit-
ted to being here until there is no  longer a need for 
our services. With continued advances in medical 
sciences and other treatment modalities, our client 
base, for the most part, maintain improved, healthy 
and productive lives. On the up side, more and 
more  clients are expressing interest in returning to 
work with many moving into part-time positions 
within the community, others returning to school 
for re-education and training in new career fi elds.

AAP has been sponsoring benefi ts counseling 
training seminars and back-to-work training pro-
grams for the past four years. Understanding all of 
the changes in state and federal laws with respect 
to work and benefi ts is no easy task. We here at 
the AAP know that knowledge is power, and that 
information and counseling in turn empower our 
clients to make informed choices with respect to 
their future, with a renewed sense of hope. Be-
tween 75 and 100 clients have returned to part- or 
full-time work since we began these seminars and 
training programs, and more continue to explore 
the  possibility.
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We are forever grateful to our volunteers for their dedicated support 
in helping make PS Open 28 a huge success:

Tyler Lippencott, Jose Sambas, Steve Sax, Tom Fey, Larry Horowitt, 
Leo Reese, Steff en Nye, Matthew Burger, Billy McGinnis, 

Craig Magaw, Rick Holiday, Ralph Fowler



PAGE 10

Many Thanks to Our Generous Sponsors

Game, Set, Match
Matching Your Love of Tennis with Great Desert Properties
Specializing in the Resort Communities of Palm Springs, Rancho Mirage, Palm Desert and Indian Wells

#1 
Top Producing Agent 
for Mission Hills 
Country Club

John Bomgardner
Bennion Deville Homes
760-799-5785
john@johnbomgardner.com

MAVERICK TENNIS 
Private Group Camps Clinics 
Boutique Tournaments 
Desert Getaways 

MaverickTennis2020@gmail.com 
415.794.4223  
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John Nelson | Cat Moe
760.774.8587 | 760.774.5558
nelsonmoegroup@compass.com 
nelsonmoegroup.com
DRE 01116367 | 01324158

Wishing you 
a safe and 
enjoyable 
return to 
competition

Representing luxury properties from 
Palm Springs to La Quinta. 

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01991628. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled 

approximate.
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The Pond Estate | 64725 Acanto Drive, Palm Springs

1 Rancho Clancy, Rancho Mirage

535 N Belardo Road, Palm Springs 70288 Pecos Road, Rancho Mirage

445 S Monte Vista Drive, Palm Springs

Nelson-Moe
Group

John Nelson 760.774.8587 DRE 01116367
Cat Moe 760.774.5558 DRE 01324158
nelsonmoegroup.com

Local  
Experts,  
Proven  
Results

Scan me using your 
smartphone camera 
to work with us.
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The Compass App
 

our proprietary tools on the Compass 
app is designed to enhance your 

and sort properties across custom 

and comment on listings in real time.

Compass Concierge Program
Compass covers the upfront cost of select 
services that can increase your home’s 

to elevate your home’s value and create a 
tailored plan to maximize its potential on the 
market.

Compass Cares
As a company committed to 

community is central to our mission. 
100% of transactions result in 
Compass making a donation back 
to our community. Over the next 

more than $10 million nationally to 
better the neighborhoods we serve.

Why work  
with us?

SERVICES MAY INCLUDE

Staging
Deep-cleaning
Organizing
Cosmetic renovations

Decluttering
Landscaping
Painting



A Giant Thank You to One of Our Main Sponsors

Game.
Set.
Sold! 
 Win with someone 
who knows 
the game

John Nelson 760.774.8587 DRE 01116367
Cat Moe 760.774.5558 DRE 01324158
nelsonmoegroup.com
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Many Thanks to Our Generous Sponsors

 Welcoming all GLTA
Offering 50% off Gourmet Sandwiches 

at our two locations: 

 69900 Frank Sinatra Drive 74600 Highway 111
 Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 Palm Desert, CA 92260
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In this photograph of Charles Farrell, co-founder of the famous Racquet Club here in 1934, Palm 
Springs artist Gary Dorothy conveys the historic importance of tennis in our resort community.

(Farrell was also a prominent Hollywood actor and served as mayor of Palm Springs.)

Framed, limited-edition, signed photos of this iconic sculpture are available 
at Dorothy’s photography gallery, IMAGEVILLE, in La Plaza in downtown 

Palm Springs, and one of them is also available in our silent auction.

Palm 
ity.
s.)

e 

 Cool Stuff
in our Raffl e and 
Silent Auction!

2 general admission tickets to Evening Under the Stars (May 2022)

Red Jeep Tour Certifi cates

Ably Clothing

Dunlop Racket • Dunlop Bags • Dunlop Goodie Bags

Restaurant Gift  Cards • Tennis Lessons  

GLTA Tournament Entries • Art • Fila Merchandise

Gift  Basket • Nike Gift  Bags • Gift  Cards

PLUS LOT S  MORE
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Many Thanks to Our Generous SponsorsMany Thanks to Our Generous Sponsors

Red-Jeep.com

Enjoy Palm Springs at Home!

The Art Photography of Gary Dorothy

Weekend Daytime
Hours or By
Appointment

760.285.3292

Visit us in
Downtown

Palm Springs:
128 La Plaza

(@ Indian Canyon)
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302 East Arenas Road
Palm Springs, CA 92262

(760) 323-0700330 East Amado Road
Palm Springs, CA 92262

(760) 886-1952

Many Thanks to Our Generous Sponsors
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To the following for their Raffl e
and Silent Auction donations.

Ably Apparel
Dunlop
Nabil Najjar / Bob Girard
Sharon Walsh
Mark Woodforde
Bill Parsha
Patty Delgado Service — Las Casuelas
Th e Tropicale
Mark Anton / Craig Magaw — AAP
Hunter’s Bar
Cat Moe and John Nelson — Nelson-Moe Properties (NMP) 
Red Jeep Tours
Gary Dorothy — Imageville Gallery
Trader Joe’s
Transgender Health and Wellness Center
Mavericks Tennis
Tennis Coalition of Palm Springs
Th e Roost
Eton at Cabazon Outlets
Nike Tennis Camps

Upcoming 2022 DTA Tournaments
For tournament information and entry forms: www.deserttennis.us

 PS Doubles GLTA Grass Court Championships PS Open 28

 March 7–8, 2022 April 30–May 3, 2022 November 27–29, 2022
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Special Th anks To:
Mayor Christy Gilbert Holstege, 
Geoff  Kors, Hunters staff  
(especially Mary), Bella DaBall, 
Mark Anton, Craig Magaw, 
Tim O’Bayley,  Ralph Fowler, 
Steff en Nye, Sean Taroli, and 
all those who helped make our 
tournament a success.  
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PS Open 26 (2019)

OPEN SINGLES
Alex Cuprstein def. 
Will Mak 6-0 6-0

OPEN SINGLES (40’S)
Collin Koo def. Doru Tifui 
6-2 6-3

OPEN DOUBLES
Scott Crabtree/Krystan 
Makkeron Lazarin 
def. Deron Collins/
AlexCuprstein 6-1 6-3

A SINGLES
Rene Kaza def. Jonah Soble 
6-2 6-3

A SINGLES (40’S)
Mark Schaeff er def. 
Ray Hixson 6-2 6-3

A DOUBLES
Abraham Hasbun/
Kevin Oleary def. Hiro 
Hong/Marcus Lo 7-5 6-1

B SINGLES
Ali Moosa def. 
C.J. Slauenshite 0-6 7-5 6-3

B SINGLES (40’S)
Andy Gee Yown Chan def. 
Min Lee 6-2 4-6 (ret)

B DOUBLES
Peter Boyer/ricardo 
Gonzalez def. Ming Lee/
Matthew Rees 3-6 6-3 10-5

C SINGLES
Khanh Nguyen def. Jeff ery 
Mark Conroy 6-3 6-4

C SINGLES (40’S)
Satoru Hidaka def. 
Darren Lam 6-0 6-0

C DOUBLES
Satoru Hidaka/Eiji Yano 
def. Kevin Lumbert/
Keith Millard 6-0 6-0

D SINGLES (40’S)
Arturo Zavala def. Rob 
Campbell 6-4 6-1

D DOUBLES
Rob Campbell/Mark 
Gelhaus def. Dalibor 
Banovic/Kevin Newman 
6-4 6-2

PS Open 25 (2018)

OPEN SINGLES
Cheicky Koita def. Will 
Mack 6-7 6-0 7-6

OPEN SINGLES (40’S)
Jose Sambas def. Ruben 
Valerio 6-4 6-2

OPEN DOUBLES
Sean Burns/Ryan Pang def. 
Scott Crabtree/Jose Sambas 
6-4 6-2

A SINGLES
Preecha Pongphai def. 
Trevor Russell Bowman 6-3 
3-6 6-2

A SINGLES (40’S)
Nabil Najjar def. Michael 
Sanchez [walkover]

A DOUBLES
Patrick Bodine/Ruben 
Valerio def. Kheim Do/
Jeff rey Morgeson 6-1 6-4

B SINGLES
Paul Zuff a def. Teddy Lee 
4-6 6-1 6-1

B SINGLES (40’S)
Jose Escobar def. Ney 
Flávio Alves Barbosa 
7-5 6-0

B DOUBLES
Kenn Baniqued/Min Lee 
def. Mark S Pirie/
Ed Premetz 6-4 6-1

C SINGLES
Huajian Yan def. Khanh 
Nguyen 6-1 6-1

C SINGLES (40’S)
Jin H Kim def. Tawan 
Chaiyamart 6-2 6-2

C DOUBLES
John Graham/Fendy 
Suandi def. Tom Keep/
Jason Maymudes 4-6 6-3 
10-5

D SINGLES
Matt Bauer def. Leo Agra 
6-2 6-1

D SINGLES (40’S)
Rob Schwartz def. David 
Bagg 6-0 6-1

D DOUBLES
David Bagg/Rob Campbell 
def. John Rosenmayer/Alan 
Wong 6-1 6-2

PS Open 24 (2017)

OPEN SINGLES
James Dao def. 
Seth Makenchnie

OPEN SINGLES (40’S)
Jose Sambas def. 
Brad Seiple

OPEN DOUBLES
Scott Crabtree/James Dao 
def. Nabil Najjar/Matt 
Oclarit

A SINGLES
Hiro Hongo def. 
Craig Sobol

A SINGLES (40’S)
Gary Gargantos def. 
David Stoddard

A DOUBLES
Jason Loughridge/Th omas 
Nguyen def. Steve Nugent/
Craig Sobol

B SINGLES
Laurence Watts def. 
Sergio Ibarra 

B SINGLES (40’S)
Wilbet Paulussen def. 
Ray Hixson

B DOUBLES
Jamie Armstrong/Daniel 
Lara def. Sergio Ibarra/
Richard Miller

C SINGLES
Andy Gee Yown Chan def. 
Keith Millard

C SINGLES (40’S)
Richard Irish def. 
Reynaldo Sequerra

C SINGLES (60’S)
Tom Hiebert def. 
Kaz Hutchison

C DOUBLES
Max Lee/Duy Quang Ngo 
def. Tom Keep/Adam 
Schneider

D SINGLES
Marcus Mendez def. 
Rob Schwartz

D SINGLES (40’S)
David Whitworth def. 
Tom Krivan

D DOUBLES
Rob Schwartz/Norman 
Tucker def. Mark Stanley 
Delo/Butch Logan

PS Open 23 (2016)

OPEN SINGLES
Amir Rahbar def. 
Seth Makechnie

OPEN SINGLES (40’S)
Maximo Salonga def 
Doru Tifui

OPEN DOUBLES
Seth Makechnie/David 
Moore def. Nabil Najjar/
Matt Oclarit

A SINGLES
William Swann def. 
John Falcon

A SINGLES (40’S)
Charlie Grigg def. 
Philip Brooks

A DOUBLES
William Swann/Vinh Tran 
def. Doru Tifui/Laurence 
Watts

B SINGLES
Laurence Watts def. 
Pelayo Barbero

B SINGLES (40’S)
Scott Deemer def. 
Brandon Appelt

B DOUBLES
Kenn Baniqued/Greg 
Spurgeon def. Scott 
Deemer/Bryan Nguyen

C SINGLES
Oscar Perez def. 
Brett David Ritter

C SINGLES (40’S)
Tom Keep def. 
Arturo C. Pagcu

C DOUBLES
Brooks F. Hazen/Michael 
Raff anti def. Man 
Marianas/Alexander Santos

D SINGLES
Art Soto def. 
David Whitworth

D SINGLES (40’S)
Mark Gelhaus def. 
Don Purvis

D DOUBLES
John Berger/John Vida def. 
Rob Schwartz/Norman 
Tucker
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Many Thanks to Our Generous Sponsors
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